s^pplication No. 09/808,141 

Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 



h\J \ 1 . (Currently Amended) A file management apparatus comprising: 

an image data acquiring section for acquiring image data to be stored as a file: 
a structure information setting section capable of having a user arbitrarily 
Getting set beforehand structure information that defines structure of a file nam e ; name, the 
file name being givCTt to the image data acquired by the image data acquiring section when 
the image data is stored\n a memory; 

a data acquimig s e ction for acquiring data to b e stor e d as a file; 

a name-generatmg section for acquiring, for each said image data acquired by 
said image data acquiring section,\nformation structuring a file name, relating to said image 
data, according to the structure information that is set by the structure information setting 
section, to generate a- said file name using the acquired information; and 

a managing section for storing the image data acquired by the image data 
acquiring section, and for managing the storecKimage data using the file names generated by 
the name-generating section. 

2. (Currently Amended) The file mana^ment apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein: 

the image data acquiring section acquires s\pred image data to which a file 
name is given in advance and associated information that is associated with the stored image 
data; and 

the name-generating section acquires, for each saiA image data acquired by 
said image data acquiring section, information structuring a file nam e , relating to said image 
data, fi-om said associated information according to the structure information that is set by the 
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structure information setting section, to generate a new file name using the acquired 
information 

3. \ (Currently Amended) The file management apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein: 

safd image data acquiring section acquires microscope image data of a sample 
that is photographeoShy an imaging device that is part of a microscope system; and 

said structure information setting section can set, as said structure information, 
a characteristic of the mio^j-oscope image data to be reflected in a fife name of said microscope 
image data. 

4. (Currently Amended) The file management apparatus according to claim 1 , 
further comprising: 

a classifying condition setting section capable of setting arbitrarily a 
classifying condition to be used for classifying the image data stored in the managing section 
into a plurality of groups; and 

a classifying section for adguiring information corresponding to said 
classifying condition from the file names oE the image data stored in said managing section, to 
classify image data having the same said information acquired corresponding to said 
classifying condition into a same group, whereil 

said managing section manages, iAiage data stored therein in advance, in two 
ways, which are managing by the file names generated by the name-generating section and 
managing by a result of classifying by the classifyin^section. 

5. (Currently Amended) The file managen^ent apparatus according to claim 1, 
further comprising: 

a thumbnail display section for displaying ^thumbnail image that is a reduced 
image of an image corresponding to the image data stored in^said managing section; and 
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\ a displaying condition setting section for setting, as a displaying condition to 

be usecMbr selecting the thumbnail image to be displayed by the thumbnail display section, 
infomiation that is included in the file name corresponding to the thumbnail image to be 
displayed, wherein 

>said thumbnail display section selects the file name including the information 
that is set as the displaying condition by the displaying condition setting section, from file 
names of the imagejdata stored in said managing section, and displays the thumbnail image 
corresponding to the selected file name. 

6. (CurrentlysAmended) A file management apparatus comprising: 

a- an image data acquiring section for acquiring stored image data to which a 
file name is given in advanc e imd information that is aGGOciatod with the stor e d data; advance; 

a structure information setting section capable of having a user arbitrarily 
sotting set beforehand structure information that defines a structure of a virtual file nam e ; and 
name, the virtual file name being givemto the image data acquired by the image data 
acquiring section when the image data is stored in a memory; 

a name-generating section fat acquiring, for each said image data acquired by 
said image data acquiring section, informatiom structuring a virtual fil e nam e , relating to said 
image data, according to the structure information that is set by the structure information 
setting section, to generate a rsaid virtual file name using the acquired information, wh e r e in 
information; and \ 

a managing section for storing said image data acquired by said image data 
acquiring section ar e manag e d by and for managing the stored image data using the virtual 
file name generated by the name-generating section. \ 

7. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium storing a file management 
program to control a computer, said program comprising the steps of: 
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\ acquiring image data to be stored as a file; 

\ having a user setting arbitrarily set beforehand structure information that 
defines stracture of a file nam e ; name, the file name being given to the image data acquired 
by the imagAdata acquiring step when the image data is stored in a memory; 
Wquiring data to b e stor e d as a fil e ; 

acquiring, for each said image data acquired by said image data acquiring step, 
information structuring a fil e nam e , relating to said image data, according to the structure 
information that is se\by the structure information setting step, to generate a -said file name 
using the acquired information; and 

storing the image data acquired by the image data acquiring step, and 
managing the stored image dVta using the file name generated by the name-generating step. 

8. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium according to claim 7, 
wherein: \ 

said image data acquiring step acquires stored image data to which a file name 
is given in advance and associated information that is associated with the stored image data; 
and \ 

said name-generating step aoauires, for each said image data acquired by said 
image data acquiring step, information structuring a file name, relating to said image data, 
fi-om said associated information according to tne structure information that is set by the 
structure information setting step, to generate a new file name using the acquired information. 

9. (Currently Amended) The computer \eadable medium according to claim 7, 
wherein: \ 

said image data acquiring step acquires m\croscope image data of a sample 
that is photographed by an imaging device that is part of a microscope system; and 
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said structure information setting step can set, as said structure information, a 
characteristic of the microscope image data to be reflected in a file name of said microscope 
image data. 

10. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium according to claim 7, 
further comprising\ 

a clas^fying condition setting step capable of setting arbitrarily a classifying 
condition to be used foi^^classifying the image data stored by the managing step into a plurality 
of groups; and 

a classifying Vtep of acquiring information corresponding to said classifying 
condition from the file names of the image data stored by said managing step, to classify 
image data having the same information acquired corresponding to said classifying condition 
into a same group, wherein 

said managing step m^ages image data stored thereby in advance, in two 
v^ays, which are managing by the file names generated by the name-generating step and 
managing by a result of classifying by theVlassifying step. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium according to claim 7, 
further comprising: 

a thumbnail display step for displaying a thumbnail image that is a reduced 
image of an image corresponding to the image da\a stored by said managing step; and 

a displaying condition setting step for setting, as a displaying condition to be 
used for selecting the thumbnail image to be displayea by the thumbnail display step, 
information that is included in the file name corresponding to the thumbnail image to be 
displayed, wherein 

said thumbnail display step selects the file Aame including the information that 
is set as the displaying condition by the displaying conditiomsetting step, from file names of 
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the image \ ata stored by said managing step, and displays the thumbnail image corresponding 
to the selected file name. 

12. VCurrently Amended) A computer readable medium storing a file management 
program to contk)l a computer, said program comprising the steps of: 

acquiring stored image data to which a file name is given in advance; advance 
and information that^G associated with th e stor e d data; 

having auser s e tting arbitrarily set beforehand structure information that 
defines structure of a virtual file nam e : and name, the virtual file name being given to the 
image data acquired by the nyiage data acquiring step when the image data is stored in a 
memory: 

acquiring, for each said image data acquired by said image data acquiring step, 
information structuring a virtual fnk nam e , relating to said image data, according to the 
structure information that is set by the structure information setting step, to generate a -said 
virtual file name using the acquired information, wh e r e in information; and 

storing said image data acquired by said image data acquiring step we 
manag e d by and managing the stored image data using the virtual file name generated by the 
name-generating step. 
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